
DECORATING

LOVES

1. Bold Beauty
Style at Home editorial 
director Erin McLaughlin 
removed an upholstered 
pelmet that was cover- 
ing mediocre moulding 
above the window. She 
then replaced the trim 
work with a classic archi-
trave to create the illusion 
of a taller window. Com-
bined with a graphic 
Roman shade and mod-
ern sconces in black, 
white and brass tones,  
the room now feels open, 
sleek and a little edgy.
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A luxurious 
bathroom gets 
refreshed with 
both modern 
and classic 
touches that 
perfectly suit  
its owner’s 
evolving style.
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BEFORE
The luxurious free-
standing bathtub 
wasn’t going  
anywhere in this 
reno – it’s one  
of the owner’s 
favourite pieces.  

If you think you’ve seen this bathroom 
before, you’re right – only it didn’t look 
quite like this. If you were to take a trip down Style 
at Home’s memory lane, you’d see a fabulous refined make-
over of our editorial director Erin McLaughlin’s ensuite, 
which was featured in our September 2011 issue. But since 
then, Erin’s style has evolved (whose wouldn’t after eight 
years?), and the previous pale lavender incarnation of this 
room, with its chinoiserie fabric and traditional wainscot-
ting, no longer felt as though it reflected Erin’s personality. 
So when a burst frozen pipe destroyed the majority of the  
tile work, she decided to turn misfortune into opportunity 
and give the space an update. She wanted an aesthetic with 
fewer frills and more fun, with a subtle palette, dramatic 
punches, classic finishes and a few unique elements – and 
this was her moment. Here’s how Erin took her bathroom 
from major mess to masterpiece. 
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BUILDING 
BLOCKS

PIECE TOGETHER A  
SIMILAR AESTHETIC 
WITH ERIN’S PICKS. 

2. Retro Rectangle
Erin shunned the traditional wainscotting, chinoiserie 
wallpaper and lantern-like lights in favour of seamless 
pale grey walls, glamorous white and gold sconces 
and a rectangular mirror with rounded corners. Small 
copper hooks installed high on the wall offer places to 
hang large Turkish-style towels. The look here is fresh, 
inviting and a little bit retro. 
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4. Pearly Pristine 
The shower walls were  
redone in an easy-to-clean 
large white subway tile, 
giving it a light and mini-
malist aesthetic with calm-
ing appeal. The clear glass 
enclosure imbues the room 
with an open and airy feel.

5. Floor Fanatic
Though her style is quite 
simple, Erin loves including 
one unique feature in 
every room. The flooring  
in this ensuite is a case  
in point. Shaped like fish 
scales, the marble tiles are  
simply show-stopping.

3. Easily Elegant
A custom-made vanity equipped with four drawers  
is perfect for storing bathroom essentials. The  
spacious countertop is chic and durable, allowing 
room to display a few daily-use items. Drawer pulls  
in brushed bronze bring the whole look together 
with simple sophistication. 

DECORATING

BEFORE
Erin traded in her 
big box-store vanity 
for a custom-made 
one and had it 
painted a refined 
light grey hue. 

BEFORE
The shower tiles were replaced, but Erin kept 
the same deluxe f ixtures and glass enclosure.

STYLEATHOME.COM MARCH 2019 | 65

▶ Cotton Flock ROMAN 
SHADE FABRIC in Onyx, 

$39 per yard, Tonic Living, 
tonicliving.com; custom 

TRIM, Metrie, metrie.com.

◀ Purist 2-handle brass 
widespread lavatory FAU-
CET in Polished Chrome, 
$836, Kohler, kohler.ca.

▼ Bronze Empire PULL in White 
Bronze Brushed, 4", $108 US, 
Rocky Mountain Hardware,  
rockymountainhardware.com.

◀ Marble Fan 
Mosaic TILE in  
Oriental White Pol-
ished, $46 per sq. ft., 
Creekside Tile, 
creeksidetile.com.

◀ Brass and 
glass Theo 
SCONCE in 
Matte Black  
and Brass with 
glass shade  
in Opal, 6", 
$269 US, Cedar 
& Moss, cedar-
andmoss.com.

TRIM, Metrie; FAUCET, BATHTUB, 
TUB FILLER, SHOWER FIXTURES, 
Kohler; SCONCES, Cedar & Moss; 
SHOWER WALL TILES, FLOOR 
TILES, Creekside Tile; RUG, 
HAND TOWEL, TOOTHBRUSH 
HOLDER, H&M Home; ROMAN 
SHADE FABRIC, Tonic Living; 
VANITY HARDWARE, Rocky 
Mountain Hardware. 

FOR SOURCES,  
SEE OUR WORKBOOK


